


Use dialogue and thought balloons whenever you can. It brings characters to life. Remember,
you can write your own dialogue exactly the way you want your readers to hear it. (Example:
“Here ya go Dea...an’ say Hullo to yur Mutha for me!”)

2. You can add commentary by writing something with an arrow pointing to someone or
something. Putting a little box around it sometimes helps.

3. Exaggerate. If your character is nervous, don’t rely on drawing facial expressions. Think about
it first. What kind of body language does a nervous person have? Biting fingernails? Buckets of
sweat sliding down his face? Shaking all over. Forget about realism. EXAGGERATE!

4. Give your characters visible and distinguishing traits so that they are always recognizable to
your reader no matter how bad your drawing may get! (Example: my character has big teeth,
ponytail, and cowboy boots.)

5. Use metaphors! If you felt like a square at a prom, draw your head as a square! It is funnier
and probably more fun and easier to draw. If you stuck your foot in your mouth at an interview,
you may want to consider drawing just that! And if you write, “It was raining cats and dogs”...well,
you get the picture.

6. It's an autobiographical comic so get personal. Draw from your point of view and how you
felt/feel about the situation.

7. Use the language of cartoons! Words like CLUNK! SLURP, HA HA, GRUNT, SPLAT,
AAAAHHHHHHHH!, HELP! will help you to get your point across faster and more directly if you
use them. Symbols like: lightbulbs above a head, stars and birds circling a head, fume lines,
hearts, teardrops or sweat drops, puffs of smoke disappearing around a corner, lots of
27777777777s are part of the established language of comics.

8. HAVE FUN!
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Examples of panels
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“Ha ha ha, Biff. Guess what? After we go to the
drugstore and the post office, I'm going to the vet's
to get tutored.”
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When potato salad goes bad



“Now open even wider, Mr. Stevens... .Just out of curiosity,
we’re going to see if we can also cram in this tennis ball.”
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